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Chapter NR 526
MEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT
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N Ngge(; Corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Redisst, 1997,  to a federal standard for the same activity which isfiecéinder
o. .

the federal occupational safety and health act of 1970 ane stan
dardspromulgated thereunder by OSHA.

(8) Any requirement of subch. Il which deals with transporta
. tion of infectious waste does not apply to a perstio is subject
NR 526.01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapisito pre s :
vide definitions, submittal requirements, exemptions and othiﬂ’ a federal standard for theame activity established by the

Subchapter| — General Provisions

generalrequirementgelating to infectious waste managemen nited States department of transportation in 49 CFR Parts 171,

; : : ; 72,173,177 and 178.
andmedical waste reductiorithis chapter is adopted pursuant t History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1994, No. 466, &f 11-1-94; corrections in (6)

ss. 227.11 (2) (a), 287.03 (1) (a), 287.07 (7) and (8), 289.05 (lphadeunder s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register March 2003 NoCF505—020:
289.06and 299.51 (3), Stats. cr. (8) Register January 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-06.

History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94. - o .
NR 526.03 Definitions. The definitions in s. NR 500.03
NR 526.02 Applicability. (1) Except as otherwispro- applyto the terms used in this chapter unless the context requires
vided, the infectious waste management rules apply to all pers@iberwise.
generating, handling, storingansportingshipping, treating and  History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94.

disposingof infectious waste. NR 526.04 Exemptions. (1) GENERAL EXEMPTIONS. In

(2) Exceptas otherwise provided, the medical waste reductiQecia|cases, the department may grant exemptions in writing
rulesin this chapter apply only to medical facilities. from non-statutory requirements of this chaptarperson may

(3) Exceptas otherwise provided, this chapter governs alpplyfor an exemption under thigction by providing the depart
solid waste facilities aslefined in s. 289.01 (35), Stats., excepient with a written request alomgth appropriate documentation
hazardousvaste facilities as defined in s. 291.01 (8), Stats., aghich demonstrates to the satisfaction of tepartment that the
regulated under chs. NR 600 to 685, and metallic mining epefoposalwill not cause environmental pollution as defined in s.
tionsas defined in s. 293.01 (9), Stats., and regulated under ch.p§¢ 01(4), Stats., and will protect waste handlers and other per
182. sonsfrom exposure to infectious waste. The department will send

(4) This chapter doesot apply to the design, construction omninvoice for the exemption request fee specifiesl INR 520.04,
operationof industrial wastewater facilities, sewerage systenTable 2, upon receipt of the exemption request. In making its deci
andwaterworks treating liquid wastes approved under s. 281.4lon, the department shall take into account factors such as the
Stats.,or permitted under ch. 283, Stats., nor to facilities usgmpulationof the area being served, the amount of waste being
solely for the disposal of liquid municipal or industrial wastegeneratedthe design of the facilitthe operational history of the
which have been approved under281.41, Stats., or permittedfacility, the physicahnd chemical characteristics of the waste and
underch. 283, Stats., excefarr facilities used for the disposal of any other information which may be appropriate. The department
solid waste. may grant exemptionsnder this section if the department finds

(5) Exceptasotherwise provided, this chapter does not appipat grantingthe exemption will not cause environmental pollu
to the handling, transportation, treatment or disposal of animé®n as defined in s. 299.01 (4), Stats., and thaexemption will
carcassesanimal tissue, blood and body fluids from animals, girotectwaste handlerand other persons from exposure to infec
animalexcreta. In cases where the requirements of this chagters waste.
conflict with the requirements of s. 95.50, Stats., concerning the (2) HoME GENERATOREXEMPTIONS. Homegenerators of infec
dispositionof animal carcasses, tpeovisions of s. 95.50, Stats.,tious waste are exempt from the requirements of this chapter
shalltake precedence. exceptthe safety requirements applying to sharps under ss. NR

(6) This chapter does not apply to medical waste mixed wif6.06,526.07 (1), 526.08, 526.10 (3) and 526.13.
radioactivematerial whichs managed and disposed in a manner (3) SHARPS COLLECTION STATION EXEMPTIONS. Persons who
thatdoes not violate the provisions CFR parts 20, 35, 60 andoperatesharpscollection stations are exempt from the require
61,and ch. HFS 157. Except as otherwise provided, this chaptegntsof this chapter except the requirements under s. NR 526.09
shallapply after the radioactiveomponent has decayed in storagés).
asprovided in10 CFR 35.92 and ch. HFS 157 or is otherwise not (4) EmMERGENCY RESPONSEEXEMPTIONS. Persons, including
regulatedas radioactive material. but not limited to law enforcemepiersonnel, emgency medical

(7) Any provision of this chapter whictieals with occupa personnebnd fire fighters, who are responding to an gmecy
tional healthand safety does not apply to a person who is subjexit occurring at a medical facilityncluding but not limited to
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NR 526.04 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 164
vehicleaccidents, fires and natural disasters exempt from the 2. Unused or disinfectesharps which are being discarded,
requirement®f this chapter except the requirements under ss. NiRluding hypodermic needles, scalpel blades, lancatsl
526.06to 526.08, 526.09 (4), 526.10 (3) and 526.13. syringeswith needles attached.

(5) FUNERAL DIRECTOREXEMPTIONS. Human tissue which e (b) Bulk blood and body fluids from humans.

beinterred or cremated under the direction of a funeral director (c) Human tissue.

licensedunder ch445, Stats., the university ofi§¢onsin medical  Note: A tooth containing mercury amalgam may be both an infectious waste and
schoolor the medical school of Mtonsin, is exempt frorthe ahazardous waste. See s. NR 5R@)f) for how to manage teeth containing mer
requirementsf this chapter curyamalgam.

(6) RESEARCHEXEMPTIONS. Human tissueor animal tissue (d) Microbiological laboratory W§Ste' . L
carryingan infectious agent which is usedré@search is exempt (e) Tissue, bulk blood or body fluids from an animal which is
from the requirements of this chapter until it is no longer beirfg@TYinga zoonotic infectious agent.
usedfor research. (2) A solid waste which is not included in the definition of

(7) ANIMAL PRODUCT EXEMPTIONS. Animal tissue which is infectiouswaste, which is not mixed with infectious waste and

processedy a rendering plant or incorporated into a consum¥ich does not fall under one of the categories in sub. (ifeis
productis exempt from the requirements of this chapter sumednot to be an infectious waste. Solid wastes presumed not

(8) WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT EXEMPTIONS. Any mix- to be infectious wastes include all of the following:
- Ay h @) Items soiled but not saturatedth blood or body fluids

ture of domestic sewage and other wastes that passes throu > . O .
sewersystem to a publicly-owned treatmevirks for treatment ?{Si’gsb“mans included in the definition of “butitood and body

is exempt from the requirements of this chapter ) ] ] ) )
Note: Persons who generateraanage small quantities of infectious waste must (D) Items soiled with body fluids from humans not included in

follow all safety-related requirements found in this rule, but may be exempt fraie definition of “bulk blood and body fluids”.
administrativerequirements such as licensing and paperwork. Safety requirements

are found in the following sections: (c) Intravenous tubing after needles have been detached.
gggggz NFR* ggg-gg ]Eg: igﬁgﬁ‘:g ?X{Zséﬁaus waste (d) Tissue, blood, bodffuids or cultures from an animal which
Section NR 526.08 for handling infectious waste. is not I_<n_own to be carryingr experimentally infected with a
Section NR 526.09 (4) for storing and transferring infectious waste. zoonoticinfectious agent.
Section NR 526.10 (3) for transporting and shipping infectious waste. ; ;
Sections NR 52611and 526.12 (4) for treating infectious waste. (e) Animal n_]anure a”q bedd_mg. o )
Section NR 526.13 for disposing of infectious waste. (f) Other solid wastes, includidgut not limited to containers,

Exemptions from administrative requirements are found in the following section?jackageswaste glass Iaboratory equipment and other materials
Section NR 526.09 (2) for storage and transfer licenses. . i’ . X e
Section NR 526.10 (2) for transportation licenses. which hgve h.ad neontact with blood,.body fluids, cllnlqal cul
Section NR 526.12 (2) for treatment licenses. turesor infectious agents. When possible, use of these items shall

Section NR 526.14 (2) for infectious waste manifests and keeping record¢yd reduced, and the items shall be reused or recycled.
amounts generated. . . .

Section NR 526.15 (2) for infectious waste annual reports. ) (9) Formerly infectious waste, aftitthas been treated accerd

(9) BLOOD COLLECTIONVEHICLE EXEMPTIONS. Persons, includ N9 10 s. NR526.1. _

ing but notlimited to the American Red Cross, who are transport (3) An item which is trace chemotherapy waste and is also
ing whole blood or blood components from temporary locatioonsideredo be infectious waste either by being included in the
where blood is collected back to the collettgrermanent loea definition of infectious waste or by fallingnder one of the catego
tion are exempt from the requirements of this chapter except figs in sub. (1), isregulated only according to s. NR 526.055.

requirements under ss. NR 526.06 to 526.08, 526.09 (4), 526H@wever,if that itemis mixed with bulk amounts of chemother
(3) and 526.13. apy waste which is a hazardowgaste, the item is regulated

accordingto chs. NR 600 to 685.
(10) MASSVACCINATION WASTEEXEMPTIONS. Persons who are History: Cr. RegisterOctobey1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94; cr(2) (g), Register

transportingnfectious waste from emgency mass vaccinations, june, 1996, No. 486,fe7-1-96:CR 05-020: am. (3) Register January 2006 No.
including but notlimited to smallpox and excluding routine vac 601, eff. 2-1-06

cinations,are exempt from the requirements of this chapter except

the requirements under ss. NR 526.06526.08, 526.09 (4), NR 526.055 Trace chemotherapy waste. (1) Source
526.10(3), 526.1, 526.12 (4), 526.13 and 526.14 (1) (a). PersossraraTioN (a) NoO person may mix trace chemotherapy waste
transportingwaste from emeency mass vaccinations mhg in the same bag or waste receptacle with infectious waste or with
requiredto file annual reports under s. NR 526.15. non—-hazardousolid waste, unless mixing the wastes is necessary

Note: USDOT requirements may apply to hazardous materials transportedtbyprotect the health or safety of patients, employmeﬂ;her per
researchergmegency response persongld blood collection vehicles. For more sons
information,contact the USDOT helpline at 1-800-467-4922. . . . i .
History: Cr. Register Octobey 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94; am. (1), Register (b) If infectious waste or non—hazardous solid waste is mixed
June,1996, No. 486, &f7-1-96,CR 05-020: cr (9) and (10) Register January ~with trace chemotherapy waste, the mixture shall be managed

2006No- 601, eff. 2-1-06. accordingto subs. (2) and (3).
(c) If trace chemotherapy waste is mixed with other chemo

Subchapter Il — Infectious Waste Management therapywaste, the mixture shall meanaged according to chs. NR
600to 685.
NR 526.05 Infectious waste categories. (1) A solid (2) ConTAINMENT. Noperson may transport trace chemother

wastewhich is included in any of the following categories is-préy,y waste from the property where the waste was generated unless
sumedto be infectious waste unless methods of testing which aH& person puts the waste in a container which protects waste han
generallyaccepted by thenedical profession demonstrate that thgjersand other persons from exposure to the trace chemotherapy
wasteis not infectious: wasteand all of the following requirements are met:

(@) Sharps, as follows: (a) Hard trace chemotheramaste, including but not limited

1. Contaminated sharps which are both infectious and miysyringes, drug dispensing devices and broken or echgiyne
easilycause punctures or cuts in 8leén, including but not limited therapydrugvials, shall be contained in rigid, puncture-resistant
to: hypodermic needles, syringes with needles attached, scalpbkled plastic containers designed to prevent theofdse cor
blades Jancets, broken glass vials, broken rigid plastic vials atentsand labeled with the visibleords “Trace chemotherapy
laboratoryslides. waste”and “Incinerate only”.
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(b) Soft chemotherapy waste, including but not limited to (b) The bag or rigid reusable container shall be securely sealed
gloves, disposable gowns, towels, empty intravensokution to prevent leakage or expulsion of the contents under normal han
bagsand empty tubing, may be containaccontainers meeting dling.
therequirements of pata) or in a bag meeting the requirements (c) Any bag containing infectious waste shallglaced in a
of s. NR 526.07 (2) (a) and (b). rigid container including but not limited to a corrugated card

Note: “Empty” has the meaning in 5. NR 605.06. boardcontainer a covered reusable container or a covesatl
~ (3) TrReATMENT. Trace chemotherapy waste shall be treated fyhe rigid container shall be labeled with a visible bio—hazard
incinerationor other method approvesy the department. An emblemand the word “bio—hazard”Bulk containers shall be
incineratorused to treat trace chemotherapy waste beegne of smallenough to be handled by a single person.

the following: (3) No person may open a securedntainer of infectious
(a) An incinerator regulated by the department und&¥Rs. \vastewhich is ready for transportation until immediately before
502.090r 502.13 or regulated by another state as an incineragiatingthe waste, unless repacking is necessary to prevent spills
thatburns medical waste. or leakage, or the person is conducting a waste audit or training
(b) An incinerator regulated by the department under ch. N@ssion.
665 or regulated by another state as an incinerator that burns ha2(4) All reusable containers shall be disinfected after being

ardouswaste. i o emptied. No person may open, empty or cleareusable sharps
Note: The NIOSH “HazardouBrug Alert” lists hazardous drugs, including ehe %)ntainerby hand.

motherapydrugs, by name and gives guidance on containment, labeling, handli History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94: am. (intro.), Register

storageand disposal.
; . 090 ; 1 June,1996, No. 486, &7-1-96;CR 05-020: am. (2) (a) and (c), (2) (d), ct (4)
History: CR 05-020: cr Register January 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-05. RegisterJanuary 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-06.

NR 526.06 Source separation. (1) No person may mix
infectiouswaste in the same bag or waste receptacle with solj
wastewhich is not infectious waste, unless mixing the wastes
necessaryo protect the health or safety of patients, employees

NR 526.08 Handling. No person may handle, load,

load, process or treat infectious wastes unless adequate mea
resare taken to protect waste handlers and other persons from
otherpersons. Xposure to the infectious wastes and unless all of the following

(2) No person may separate infectious wdsie solid waste requirements are met
which is not infectious wastenless adequate measures are tak(que(llo)S ?Icl)rcsor;ltl?r;neg? tshr:aag c?ri é}rzlatr;dled and transportquiduent
to protect waste handleasd other persons from exposure. Afte " spifing of ¥ ' .
separationsolid waste previously mixed in the same bag or waste (2) Nuisanceconditionsshall be prevented from developing.

receptaclewith infectious waste shall be managed as infectiodPpropriatemeasures shall ltaken to prevent odors, including
waste. but not limited to refrigerating the infectious waste below 42

(3) No person may remove solid waste or infectious waste tzgnenheiuntil treated.
has been placed in a bag or waste contéaeledwith the bioha (3) All infectious waste shall be loaded and unloaded by hand
zardsymbol or fail to manage theaste as infectious waste fromor by a safe mechanical method which does not damage containers
thetime of generation until the waste has been treated accord®igPpill their contents.
tos. NR 526.1, unless the person follows waste management pro (4) Untreated infectious waste may not be compacted.

cedureswhich will protect waste handlers aather persons from _ History: Cr. Register October 1994, No. 466, & 11-1-94;am. (2), Register
exposure. June, 1996, No. 486, &f7-1-96.

(4) No person may transport solid waste and infectious waste
onthe same cart or vehicle unless testes are in separate and NR 526.09 Storage and transfer. No person may store

identifiablebags or waste containeré.the wastes are transportedectiouswastes unless the person protects waste haratiers
on any roads, the requirements of ss. NR 502.06 and 586al0 otherpersons from exposure to the infectious wasttunless the
alsobe met ' ) ) requirementsf this section are met. Fitre purposes of this chap

History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1994, No. 466, 611-1-94. ter, storage also |nc_Iudes, but is not limited to the transfer pf-lnfec
tiouswaste. Infectious waste generators may temporarily-accu

NR 526.07 Containment. No person may transpanfec mulate infectious waste inindividual containers near the place
tious waste from the property where the waste was generatégerethe waste was generated, prior to moving the waste to an
unlessthe person puts the waste in a container whichects On-Sitéinfectious waste storage facility
wastehandlers andther persons from exposure to the infectious (1) LICENSING. Except as provided iub. (2), no person may
wasteand the person meets all of the following requirements: operate or maintain an infectious waste storage facility utiless

(1) Sharpsshall be containedn rigid, puncture-resistant personhas obtained an operating license for storing solid waste
labeledcontainers made of materials including bat limited to  unders. NR 502.05 and the storage facility meets all the require
metalor rigid plastic, designed to prevent the loss of the contefi@ntsfor handling infectious waste under s. NR 526.08si0s
andlabeled with a visible bio— hazard emblem or with the visibl@9 infectious waste under this sectiofthe department may

words“bio—hazard”, “sharps” or “infectious waste”. require t%altt;:‘qe t?lwner or olp;erator P{Ot\_/ide tpro?f Oftﬁn%ndl?l
. . responsibilityfor the removal, transportation, treatment and ulti
acég)rdliﬂ];gtg)llugfvrﬁst%lI%tvr\}%r t han sharps shall be Contalnérﬁatedisposal otthe stored material. oTapply for an operating
g . . licensefor aninfectious waste storage facilityre applicant shall
(a) The waste shall be placed in a single plastic bagrtBats skeall of the following actions:
or exceeds 165 grams resistabgehe ASTM method D1709-04 (a) Contact the department to arrange an initial inspection
andis tear resistant using method ASTM method D1922-03a, or P _ ge an initial Inspection.
if necessarya double bag that meets the same standards, or a rigidd) Prepare a plan of operation according to sub. (3).
reusablecontainer (c) Submit the plan of operation to the department for
Note: These testing methodse entitied “Standarde®t Methods for Impact approval,according to the requirements in s. NR 500.05. Upon
Resistancef Plastic Film by the Free—Falling Dart Method” and “Standasit T receipt of the plan of operation, the department will send an
Methodfor Propagation &ar Resistance of Plastic Film and Thin Sheeting by Pendu . . . . o
lum Method” respectively Copies aravailable for inspection at the centrdicg  Invoice for the plan review fee for infectious waste storage facili

of the department of natural resources and tieesfof the secretary of state and theties, as specified in s. NR 520.04afle 2.

revisorof statutes. Copies may be obtained from ASTM International, 100 Barr Har . :
bor Drive, PO Boxp CYOO,y \ast  Conshohocken, AP 19428-2959 USA, (d) After obtaining a plan of operation approval from the

www.astm.orgphone number 610-832-9585. departmentsubmitan application form for the operating license
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andthe license fee, according to ss. NR 500.06 and 52tabie (5) OPERATING REQUIREMENTS FOR SHARPS COLLECTION STA-
2. TIONS. No person may operate or maintain a sharps collest#on

(2) ExempTioNs. Infectious waste storage facilities whichtion unless the person complies with allieé following require
meetany of the following conditions are exenigim the require  Ments:
mentto obtain an operating license under sub. (1) and preparing(a) The person accepts only sharps sinarps containers from
aplan of operation under sub. () storing infectious waste, but infectiouswaste generators, each of which generates less than 50
shallmeet the minimum operating requirements for storing infepoundsof sharps per month, including items which mayribeed

tiouswaste under sub. (4). with the sharps.
(a) Storage facilities which are located on the property where (b) The person provides the service on a not-for-profit and
the infectious waste is generated. cost-onlybasis.

(b) Storage facilities which are located on the property where (c) Theperson stores no more than 500 pounds of infectious
the infectious waste igienerated and which accept infectiougyastein the sharps collection station at any one time.
wastefrom off-site generators, the total quantity of infectious (d) The person complies with the requirements in ss. NR
waste, including itemsmixed with infectious waste, acceptedsyg g6t 526.08, 526.09 (4) (a) to (g), 526.10 (3) and 526.i3.

from off-site is less than the quantity generated on- site or less . . . .
than500 pounds per month, whichever is less ateifwaste is _,_(€) The person registers the sharps collection station with the
acceptecn a not-for—profit and cost—only basis. department by mailing afelivering a letter of registration to the
. . . . chief of the solid waste management section, bureau of solid and

(c) Sharps collection stations which comply with all of thg 75 qousvaste management, department of nattesburces,
reqwrementsmder_s_ub. (5)_' . . . P.O. Box 7921, 101 S. \abster Street, Madison, i¥¢onsin

(d) Storage facilities for infectious waste which also is hazarg3707-7921.The person shall also send copies of the letter to the
ouswaste under s. 291.01 (7), Stats., provitteat the storage appropriatedepartment district and aredicés. The letter of reg
facility is regulated under ch. NR 630. istrationshall state all of the following:

(3) PLAN oFoPERATION. No person may establish or construct 1. Name, street address, county and phone nyiifies; of
ml'ggcgg’gzr"s"gﬁtﬁ ;;cgg%?nfgg'g%ﬁ;eé(fpfg'eﬂéﬁ'osﬁr;gp;?g'\l,'g “ (t)i;rc]a place where the sharps collection station is located.
the department or unless the facility is exempt from licensi 2. Nbél‘éne’ malll?g a;(rj]dreﬁs and ;lnlhotr_]e nLtmg_ber of person
undersub. (2). The plan of operation shall specify the intent a ponsiblgor opg.ra Ing the sharps coflection station.
objectivesof theproposal and indicate methods and procedures to 3- Name, mailing address and phone number of the owner of
preventand minimize adverse environmental and health impact8€ sharps collection station, if égfrent than the operator
Unless otherwise approved by the department in writing, the plan 4. Fees chaed for use of the sharps collection station and
shallbe submitted in accordance with s. NR 500.05 and shall cevhatcosts the fees cover

tain, at a minimum, the information listed in s. NR 502.05 (8), (f) The person notifies the department immediately in writing

except s. NR 502.05 (8) (e), and any other details necessary e sharps collection station moves or ceases to operate.
addresghe requirements in this chapt@cluding but not limited  History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1994, No. 466, &11-1-94; am. (1) (), (d), (3),
to requirementdor handling and containment and the requirg) (e), (5) (e) 1.,.1(5) () 4., renum. (5) (€) 5. to be (&) 4., Registedune, 1996,
mentsof sub. (4). No. 486, ef. 7-1-96; correction in (5) (d) made unded3.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Reg
isterMarch 2003 No. 567.
(4) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTSFORALL PERSONSSTORINGINFEC-
Tious wasTE. No person may operate or maintain an infectious NR 526.10 Transportation and shipping. No person
wastestorage facility unless the storage area meets all of the f@]ay transport or ship infectious waste irissbnsin unless ade
lowing requirements: _ uatemeasures are taken to protect waste handlers, the public and
(a) The storage area shall be kept clean and be impermeahlgenvironment from exposure to the infectious waste, and all of
to liquids. Carpeted areas or wooden flowray not be used in the following requirements are met:

storageareas. _ _ ) (1) LicensEes. Except as provided in sub. (2), no person may
(b) The storage area designated for infectious waste may cgnsportinfectious waste or operate or maintain an infectious
tain only infectious wastes and their containers. The storage ajgate transportation service unless the petsmobtained an
may be an area designated within a room. infectiouswaste transportation license from the department for
(c) The storage area shall be in an enclosed building, contaiaachvehicleand complies with both the minimum transportation
or vehicle so that the infectious waste is not exposed to weathieguirementsin sub. (3) and the operating requirements for

(d) Access to the storage area shall be limited to authorizégensedinfectious waste transporterssinb. (4). © apply for an
personnel. operatinglicense, the applicant shall subrait application form

(e) Nuisance conditions shall be prevented from developir%"'dthe infectious waste transportation license fee according to s.
Appropriate measures shall be taken to prevent odors, includ 520.04, ‘&ble 2.

but not limited to refrigerating the infectious waste below 42 (2) ExempTions. Persons who meet any of the following con
Fahrenheiuntil treated. ditions are exempt from licensing under this section, hall

(f) If the infectious waste is to be treateti-site, the operator _meetthe minimum requirements for transporting infectious waste
of the infectious waste storage facility shall relinquishitiiec: 1" Sub. (3):
tiouswaste only to an infectious waste transporter licensed by the(a) Persons transporting infectious waste only on private roads
departmentor to a person exempt from licensing under s. NRn the same property where the infectious waste was generated

526.10(2). andusing vehicles or covered carts owned or ledgettie infee
(g) The containers of infectious waste shall be remareti tiOUSwaste generator
emptiedas necessarput at least every 90 days. (am) Persons transporting infectious waste only on private

(h) The operator of the infectious waste storage facility shafadsbetween the property where the infectiazste was gener
keeprecords of how much and where the infectious waste haigdand acontiguous propertyand using vehicles or covered
beensent of-site. Records may consist of any of fbbowing: cartsowned or leased by either the infectious waste generator and
copiesof infectious waste manifests, invoices, logs or ottrir the owner of the contiguous property
tendocumentation of the amount of infectious waste sénsiod (b) Persons transporting leisan 50 pounds of infectious
for treatment. wasteper calendar month.
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(c) Persons operating vehicles owned or leased by the Unitedd) The portion of the vehicle where the infectious waste is
Statespostalservice and handling infectious waste sent througiacedshall be cleaned and disinfected before hauling materials
the mail. otherthan infectious waste, solid wastesupplies related to man

(d) Persons operatinghicles owned by a parcel carrier-seragingwaste.
vice for which infectious waste constitutes an incidental portion (e) The person transporting the infectious waste shall sign all
of the carriets business, if the infectious waste is handled imanifestswhich accompany the infectious waste, even if the
accordancavith all applicable state and federal regulations. wasteis exempt from manifesting under s. NR 526.14 (2), and

(e) Persons transporting infectiousste through \Wconsin  deliverthe manifests to the next person who handles the waste.
who are not stopping to collect, droff of transfer the infectious  (f) If infectiouswaste is not accompanied by an infectious
waste,and who handle the infectious waste in accordance with aihstemanifest, the person transporting the waste shall initiate an
applicablestate and federal regulations. infectiouswaste manifest for that waste, unless the person-trans

(f) Persons transporting infectious waste which is alsaza Portingthe waste hauls less than 50 pounds of unmanifested infec
ardouswaste under s. 291.01 (7), Stats., provided that the tra§us waste per month.
portationis regulated under s. 291.23, Stats., and ch. NR 620. (5) CHANGESIN SERVICE. Licensed infectious waste transport

(3) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTSFORALL PERSONSTRANSPORTING .E‘rssha.” notify the d_epartme_nt in writing Of all significant changes
INFECTIOUS WASTE. No person may transport infectiousste in service. The written notice shall be giverthe departmerst’
unlessthe persorcomplies with all of the following minimum areaor district ofice at least 30 days prior to thdesftive date of
requirements: thechange. If the change was not anticipatiee written notice

() The infectious waste shdie contained according to theSh!l be sent within 30 days after the change first occurred.
requirement®f s. NR 526.07. Changesn service to individual clients or in thieutes driven are

(b) The infectious waste shall be handled according to t%)gtgﬁ%zgr?? Qﬁgﬂggg?rﬁ ?ef\?ircve'f-e' All of the following actions are

requirement®of s. NR 526.08. () Adding a vehicl
(c) The vehicle used to transport timéectious waste shall g a venicle.
meetall of the following requirements: (b) Replacing a vehicle. _ S _
1. The portion of the vehicle where the infectious waste js (c) Changing the destination to which the infectious waste is
contained shall be completely enclosed to prevent Iittering,-spilhamed' . . .
ageor leakage. The enclosed portion shall be leak-resistant, if(d) Expanding the service area into another county
necessary;onsidering the type of waste aitglmoisture content.  (e) Terminating service.

Roll-off boxes or dumpsters may not be used to transport infecHistory: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, eff 11-1-94, am. (1), (3) (¢) 4.,
RegisterJune, 1996, No. 486,fe7-1-96.

tiouswaste.

2. The vehicle shall be maintained in good repair NR 526.11 Treatment methods. Except as provided in

3. The vehicle shall be cleaned as frequently as necessarg.tdR 526.04, no person may dispose of infectious waste in a solid
preventnuisances. wastedisposal facility unless the infectious waste has \guoter

4. Nuisance conditions shall be prevented from developi catmentn accordance with this section. The treatment method

Appropriatemeasures shall Haken to prevent odors, includingshalleffectively render the waste non-infectious. The treatment
but not limited to refrigerating the infectious waste below 42methodshall be chosen by considering the properties of the waste

Fahrenheiuntil treated. beingtreated and the degree of microbial contamination.
. . . Note: The treatment method may also needomply with air standards for con
(d) Th_e_ person shall transport the 'nfeCt_'OUS wastg to solid trol of hazardous pollutants ch. NR 445 and with state or federal regulations for
wastefacilities which are one of the following: wastewateand occupational health and safety
1. Licensed by the department to store or treat infectious (1) MeTHODS. Except as provided in s. NR 526.04, all infec
waste. tiouswasteshall be treated by one or more of the following infec

2. Exempt from licensing by the departmentler the storage tiouswaste treatment methods:

requirementsn s. NR526.09 (2) or under the treatment facility (a) Incineration. Treatment by incineration shall consist of
requirementsn s. NR 526.12 (2) or are exempt from manifestingncineration in a controlled air multi-chambered incinerator
requirementsinder s. NR 526.14 (28uch as a registered sharpsvhich provides complete combustion of the wastearbonized
collectionstation. or mineralized ash. The incinerator shall be one that is regulated

Note: Other transportation regulations, such as USDOT standards, may ap the department under s. NR 502.09 or 502.13.
apply. For mor.e.ir]formgtion,contact USDOT helpline at 1-800-467-4922. (b) Steam disinfection. Treatment by steam disinfection,
_ 3. Facilities licensed or exempt by another statste, jncjydingbut not limitedto autoclaving, shall subject all the waste
incinerateor treat infectious waste. to a combination of operational temperature, pressuepfifica

(4) OPERATING REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSED INFECTIOUS hle) and time proven to render the waste non-infectious at the
WAST_E TRANSPQRTERS. Infectious waste transporters Wl"!ICh ar@esigncapacity of the installed equipment_
requiredto be licensed by the department shall comply with all the ¢y chemical disinfectionTreatment by chemical disinfection
following requirements in addition to those in sub. (3):  gha|lexpose the infectious waste to an appropriate type ard con
~ (a) Each vehicle shall have “"WDNR?” followed by the infec centration of disinfectant for a period of timefgiént to render
tiouswaste transportation license number lettered on the drivefhe waste non-infectious. The chemical disinfectant shall be cho
andpassenges doors. The letters shall be at least 2 inches hignbased on the manufactugerecommended use of the disin
with a minimum of 1/2 inch brush stroke. The lettering shalt cofectant,the cleanliness of the surface of the waste, the contact
trastwith the background so it is easy to read. time, the physical and chemical properties of the waste, the con

(b) Venhicles or containers used for the collection or transpor@entrationof the disinfectant and the degree of microbaitami
tion of infectious waste shall be durable and easy to clean. nation.

(c) Each vehicle hauling infectiougaste shall carry a written  (d) Mechanical grinding and chemical disinfectiofreat-
contingencyplan for spills and accidents and shall carry tools amdent by mechanical grinding and chemical disinfectiimall
materialssuficient to implementhe contingency plan. In case ofexposeall of the waste to the chemical disinfectant for a period of
spill or accident, the driver shall implement the contingency pldime suficient to render thevaste non—infectious. The chemical
immediatelyafter spillage occurs and follow the provisions of disinfectantshall be chosen based on the use of the disinféntant
292.11, Stats. medicalsituations, the cleanliness of the surface of the waste, the
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contacttime, thephysical and chemical properties of the waste, (f) Teeth containing meury amalgam.Infectious waste gen
the concentration ofhe disinfectant and the degree of microbiatratorsshall disinfect @ooth containing mercury amalgam using
contamination. Treatment by mechanical grinding and chemicaroceduresallowed under sub. (1) (cgxcept bleach, which
disinfectionshall prevent the release of infectious liquidndec  leacheamercury and shall manage the disinfected tooth in one of
tious gaseous dischges into the environment. the following ways:

(e) Mechanical grinding and heat disinfectiofireatment by 1. Recycle the disinfected tooth containing mercury amalgam
mechanicabrinding and heat disinfection, including but fiot-  with other mercury—containing wastes.
ited to low frequencywave radiation and microwave radiation, 2. Disposeof the disinfected tooth containing mercury amal
shallexpose all of the waste to heat for a period of timficgifit gamas a hazardous waste.

to render the waste non-infectiousredtment by mechanical = 3 Remove the mercury amalgam from the disinfected tooth
grmdmg ;—md headlslnfectlon shaII.prever.lt the release of infecyndeither recycle the mercury amalgam or dispxfthe mercury
tiousliquid or infectious gaseous dischas into the environment. amalgamas a hazardous waste. Tisinfected tooth may be dis

(f) Gas disinfection.Treatment by gas disinfection shall allowcardedas solid waste.
gasto penetrate all the infectious waste and shall render the wast®te: See the American Dental Associat®website at wwada.og for recom
non—infectious.The unit shall be operatdmia manner that does mendedorocedures for disinfecting teeth containing mercury amalgam.

: ; History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94;am. (1) (a), (2) (b
not pose an occupational risk of exposure to the gas. 3./ (o) Registenune, 1656, No. 456 6T-1-0R:CR 05-020: am (3} () (b
Note: For ethylene oxide sterilizers, refer to OSHA regulations in 29 CFR®. (2) (f) Register January 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-06.

1910.1047.Air toxic rules in ch. NR 445 may also apply

(9) Other methodsTreatment by other treatment methods and NR 526.12 Treatment facilities. (1) Licenses. Except
processesshall render the waste non-infectious and shall ks provided insub. (2), no person may operate or maintain an
appropriatewith respect to all of the following: the properties ofnfectiouswaste treatment facilitynless the person has obtained
thewaste being disinfected, the manufactisreecommended use an operating license from the departmentler s. NR 502.08 as
of the disinfectant, the cleanliness of the surface of the waste, gheolid waste processingcility and the facility meets all the
contacttime, the physical propertied the waste, the concentra requirementsn this chapter for containing, handling, storing and
tion of the disinfectant and the degree of microbial contaminatianeatinginfectious waste. d apply for an operating licensiae

(2) SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS. NO person mafreat the follow — applicantshall do all of the following:

ing categories of infectious waste except as follows: (a) Contact the departmesitistrictor area dfce as appropti

(a) Human tissue Human tissue, except teeth containing-mep@teto arrange an initial site inspection for the purpose of evaluat
cury amalgam treated according to.(#; shall be treated bgny ing compliance with the requirements of s. NR 502.08 (3).

of the following methods: (b) Prepare a plan of operation as described in sub. (3).
1. Methods which render the tissue both non-infectious and (c) Submit the plan of operation to the department for
unrecognizables human tissue. approval,according to the requirements in s. NR 500.05. Upon

2. Incineration where the tissue is transformed into an a&gfeiptof the planof operation, the department shall send an
which would not be recognized as being from a human being.Invoice for the plan review fee for solid waste processing facili

(b) Animal tissue. Animal tissue known to be carrying Ortles,as specified in s. NR 520.04affle 2.

experimentallyinfected with a zoonotic infectious agent stl _(d) After obtaining a plan of operation approval from the
treatedby any of the following methods: departmentsubmitan application form for the operating license

1. Methods which render the tissue non-infectious. ?Ong;h?\llFlzceSB%ng ear%r 55125(? g(javl\;ﬁ:t; processing facitgording
2. Incineration. (2) ExempTions. Personswho operate the following infec
3. Burial on the land on which the animal was kepadoord  tious waste treatment facilities are exempt fromribguirements
ancewith s. 289.43 (9), Stats., for animals infected with scrapigr obtaining an operating license and submitting a plan of epera
ors. 289.43 (8), Stats., or s. NR 503.08 for other animals.  tion for a solid wast@rocessing facilitybut shall comply with the
4. Rendering or other methods which incorporate the aninfallowing specified requirements:
into a consumer product in accordance with all other applicable (a) Individual infectious waste treatment facilities which are
stateand federal regulations. locatedon the property wherhe infectious waste was generated
Note: For animals and animal waste usecHIV and HbV research, refer to andwhich treat less than 500 pounds of infectious waste per day
OSHAblood-borne pathogen standard 29 CFR 1910.1030 (€). _ Thesetreatment facilities magiccept infectious waste from other
(c) Sharps. Sharps shall be treated by avfythe following  jnfectiouswaste generators if the waste is acceptedrot-gor—
methods: profit and cost-only basis. Persons operating these infectious
1. A method which both renders the sharp non—infectious améstetreatment facilities shall followll the requirements in sub.
rendersthe sharp broken and not able to be reused, such as l§¢)afor operating and testing the treatment w@md for keeping

grinding or shredding process. records.
2. Incineration. (b) Incinerators and municipal solid waste combustors, which
(d) Bulk blood. Bulk blood shall be treatdny any of the fol ~areregulated under s. NR 502.09 or 502.13aduition to what
lowing methods: is required under those sections, persons operating incinerators

and municipal solid waste combustors shall follow the reguire
ter treatment facility which has been approvetier s. 281.41, mentsin sub. (4) (a) and (c) for operating an infectious waste treat

Stats. or permitted under ch. 283, Stats. Bulk blood may be—trar@emumt and for keeping records.

portedto the wastewater treatment facility through the sewer sys (3) PLAN OFOPERATION. Except as provided sub. (2), no per
tem. sonmay establish or construct an infectious waste treatment facil

ity or expand an existing facility unless the person hastmeet
; . applicablerequirements of s. NB02.08 for solid waste process
3. Incineration. ing facilities and has obtained from the department a pfan
(e) Body fluids and blood-contaminatagdtine and feces. operationapproval and applied for aperating license as a solid
Body fluids and blood-contaminated urine and feces shall Besteprocessing facility The plan of operation shall specify the
treatedby any of the methods listed in p@) or bydisposal in a intent and objectives of the proposal and indicate methods and
septicsystem. proceduredo preventand minimize adverse environmental and

1. Biological treatment in a municipal or industnighstewa

2. Methods which render the blood non—-infectious.
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healthimpacts. Unless otherwise approved by the departmentaresfor certifying that waste has undene infectious waste
writing, the plan shall be submittéd accordance with s. NR treatment.
500.05and shall contain, at a minimum, the information listed in (5) OpERATING REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSED TREATMENT

s.NR 502.08 (3) to (5) and any other details necessary to addiggsiries. In addition to the requirements in sub. (4), persons who

the requirements in this chapteincluding but not limited to gperatenfectiouswaste treatment facilities which are required to

requirementsfor handling, containment anstorage and the peljicensed as solid waste processing facilities under sub. (1) shall

requirementsn subs. (4) and (5). meetthe requirements in ss. NR 502.08 (6) to (8), 502.04 and
(4) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTSFOR ALL TREATMENT FACILITIES.  502.05.

No person may operate or maintainiafectious waste treatment History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94am. (1) (a), (c), (d),

ili i i . (2) (b), (3), (5), Registedune, 1996\o. 486, &f 7-1-96;CR 05-020: am. (1) (c),
faC|I|ty unless all of the foIIowmg requirements are met: (4) (c) 4. and 5., (d) (intp.) and 2. Register January 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-05.

(a) Operating. The person shall demonstrate that the treatment
unit renders infectious wasten-infectious. The operator shall \Rr 526.13 Disposal. Noperson may dispose of infectious

follow a written operational manual or documented quality 8ssyaqtein a solidwaste disposal facility unless the infectious waste
ance procedures for operating the treatment unit. The operatlcg;‘?.j

d hall b ilable 1o th tor at all ti thet undegone infectious wastigeatment and is otherwise man
procedureshall be avallable 10 the operator at all imes the-tréalyegaceording to s. NR 52611 Infectious waste generators shall
mentunit is in operation.

ensurethat infectious waste generated by them has goder
(b) Testing. At a minimum, the person shall ensure that a qualhfectiouswaste treatment before disposal.
fied person tests the treatment unit at the frequency specified byfistory: Cr. Register October 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94,CR 05-020: am.
the manufacturés instructions or after every 100 hours of operaRegisterJanuary 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-06.
tion, whichever is more frequent.e3t methodshall be appropri
atefor the treatment method and shalldased on medically—ac NR 526.14 Records and infectious waste manifests.
cepted procedures and the manufactiserinstructions. (1) AcTiviTIES. (a) Records.Except as provided in sub. (2), all
Acceptabletest methods may be physical, chemical or microbiinfectiouswaste generators shall keep records of the amount of
logical in nature, as appropriate for the treatment method.  infectiouswaste sent 6fsite for treatment. Records shaltlude
(c) Keeping ecords. The person shall maintain an operatingl!! the information listed under suf8) and retained as provided
log for each treatment uriit the treatment facility and retain theln sub.(4). Records may consist of any of the following: originals
operatinglog for at least 3 years. If the 3-year period expires di* copies of infectious waste manifests, USDOT shipping papers,
ing anunresolved enforcement action, the period is automaticalfjvoicesor records received from the infectious waste treatment
extendecuntil resolution of the pending enforcement action. Fd@cility, logs or other written documentation of the amount of
treatmentunits treating 5@ounds or more of infectious waste peffectiouswaste sent étsite for treatment. If USDO$hipping
month,the operating log shall be kept for all test cycles and tre@@persare used as records, infectious waste generators shall keep
mentcycles. For treatment units treating less than 50 ponindsseparateecords of information required under sub. (3) which is
infectiouswaste per month, the operating log shalkégt for test notwritten on their USDOT shipping papers.
cyclesonly. The operating log shall contain all of the following (b) Manifests. WhenUSDOT regulations applyhe generator
informationfor all test cycles and, if required, treatment cyclesshalluse a USDOT shipping paper instead of an infecticaste
1. Date. manifestprepared in accordance with this paragraph. Unless
2. Clock time of start of cycle. USDOT regulations apply or as provided in sub. (2), no person
- . . . ay store, transfetransport or treat infectious waste beyond the
3. Operating parameters, including any of the following th

h ; operty where the waste was generated unless the waste is
applyto the treatment method being used: temperature, pressiig,omoaniechy an infectiouswaste manifest. The infectious
type of disinfectant, concentration of disinfectant, duratidn

; wastemanifest may either beWsconsin infectious waste mani
treatmentycle and contact time. . festform suppliedby the department or an alternative manifest
4. Approximate amount of waste treateyl weight, unless form which includes all the information requiredsinb. (3)After
this information has already beeecorded on an infectious wastean infectious waste manifest has been initiated, all persons who
manifestor USDOT shipping paper store transfer transport or treat the waste shall sign the infectious
5. Generator of waste treated, if other than the owner or-openaste manifest form, even if the infectious waste generator is
tor of thetreatment facilityunless the waste is accompanied by axempt from manifesting under sub. (2), and shall deliver the
infectiouswaste manifest or USDOT shipping paper infectiouswaste manifest form to the next persdm handles the
6. Results of any tests run to verify disinfection. waste. The infectious waste transporter shedlve a copy of the

(d) Using manifests.Unless USDOT regulations appiyhen m:;]tlvfe?:trvglr:]hoahe% 'fr:gerﬁt't%‘és Vg;‘ztr;gﬁggﬁtor at tinee that the
treatinginfectious waste which is accompanied by an ir]f(:"(:'[iC)L\{gNote' Wisconsin infectious wastegmanifest forms (D{lR form 4400-176) may be
Wa_s_te mameSt’the operator_ of al_’l infectious waste treatmeRainedirom the department of natural resources by writing tec@hsin Depart
facility shall certify that the infectious waste has been treatefientof Natural Resources, Bureau ofigte Management, ©. Box 7921 Madison,

accordingto s. NR 526.1 by doing all of the following: Wisconsin,53707-7921 or by calling 608-266-141 For more information about
USDOT regulations contact USDOT helpline at 1-800-467-4922.

accgfdi;lrgtg S(JpISIEQa%)ZrGS{]ZﬂEl?I?J)]) the infectious waste manifest (2) ExempTiONS. (a) The following persons are exempt from
) ) ) all the requirements of this section:

2. The operator shall send a copy of the sigméeictious : .
wastemanifest form along with thieeated infectious waste to the 1. Home generators of infectious waste. . )
solid waste disposal facility where the waste is disposEde 2. Owners and operators of sharps collection stations.
departmentmay approve alternative procedures for certifying that (b) The following persons are exempt from the requirements
wastehas undegone infectiousvaste treatment before being-dis to use infectious wastmanifests under this section, but shal fol
posed. low the requirement for keeping records under sub. (1) (a):

3. Within 30 days of when the infectious waste was treated, 1. An infectious waste generator transporting infectious
the operator shall returto the generator the signed original infecwasteonly on private roads on the same property where the infec
tiouswaste manifest form which certifies to the infectious wasteouswaste was generated and usiepicles owned or leased by
generatoithat theinfectious waste has been treated according the infectious waste generator or by one of gemerators in the
s.NR 526.1. The department may approve alternative procgroup.
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2. An infectious waste generator transporting less than &@ unresolved enforcement action, the periocgusomatically
poundsper calendar month of untreated infectious waste aweaytendeduntil resolution of the pending enforcement action.
from the property where the waste was initially generated, inclutd History: Cr. RegisterOctober1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94am. (2) (b) 2., Regis

e

ing items which are mixed with the infectious waste. J;r']fg:;'2%%%6,'\";'_"66‘?6g§7;ﬁ8§R 05-020: am. (1) (a), (b) and (4) Register

3. Infectious wastgeneratordocated on the same property
who manageheir infectious waste together and who, as a group, NR 526.15 Infectious waste annual reports. An infec
transportless than 50 pounds per calendar month of untreatgshis waste generatarhich is either required to use manifests

infectiouswaste away from the property unders. NR 526.14 or to submit progress reports on medical waste
(3) Formar. The infectious waste manifest form shall includeeductionunder s. NR 526.21 shall submit an annual report to the
all of the following information: departmenbn a form supplied by the department and the annual

(a) The place of origin of the infectious waste, including filing fee for the infectious waste annual report, as specified in s.
name,address, telephomaimbey and name of contact person and'R 920.04, Bble 2. An annual report form submitted by a medi

type of facility where the infectious waste was generated, inclugd! facility shall be signed by the director of the faciliyn annual
ing but not limited to: hospitals, clinics, nursing homes Shar%gpc_)rtform submitted by other infectious waste generators shall
collection stations and other facilities. ' ' e signed by the administratarhiefexecutive dicer or board of

. . . . directors.
(b) The route for thénfectious waste, including the name, .
(1) GROUPSOF GENERATORS. Infectious waste generators who

addresstelephone numbelicensenumber and name of COmadmanifestinfectious waste as a group nehypose to submit a single
personfor any and all persorstoring, transporting or treating the nnualreport on behalf of the group and which is signed by the

infectiouswastebeyond the location where the infectious WaStgirectorof each generator in the group. Except as required under
wasgenerated.. . . . . s.NR 526.21 (1), the annual report shalldodmitted by March

~ (c) The destination for disposal of threated infectious waste, 1 for activities performed during the preceding calendar. year
including the name, address, telephone numbaelid waste dis (2) GENERATORSOF MASS VACCINATION WASTE. This subsec

posalfacility Ilcense_ Inumber a_nd nqme ofa covtaot person. tion applies to persons generating infectious waste during-emer
(d) The composition of the infectious waste, including the typfancy mass vaccinations, including but not limited to smallpox
or types of infectious waste listed in s. NR 526.05 (1). andexcluding routine vaccinations. The filing status of these gen
(e) The quantityof the infectious waste, including both theeratorsis based on their non—mass vaccination waste, that is, the
numberof containers and the total weight, whether known or estbtal amount of waste generated in the year minus the amount of
mated,of infectious waste including waste which is mixed withwvastegeneratect mass vaccination clinic or clinics. These-gen
the infectious waste. eratorsare required to file an annual report only if thane
(f) The signature of an authorized representative of feaith requiredto file an annual report under this section based on their

ity or licensed transporter handling the waste from generatifji~-massaccinationwaste. Their annual report shall include
throughtreatment. theamount of the infectious waste generated at the mass vaccina

) ) tion clinic or clinics. Converselyf generators of infectious waste
(4) ReTenTioN. Infectious waste manifests and records docigm emegency maswaccinations are not required to file an
mentingthe information required under sub. (3) shall be retaingghnyarreport under this section, based on their non-mass vaccina
asfollows: tion waste, they do not need to file the annual report or report the

(a) The infectious waste generator shall retain the copy of thmountof their mass vaccination waste.

infectiouswaste manifest received when the waste was removedote: Infecﬁious waste annfual rep?rt forms (DNR form 4400-177) may be
from the generatos facilty and the recordat certy their - SPnedon he Depsinentof Nard Resources, Bueaumtibizragerert,
InfeCtIOL,‘Iswa‘,c’te was treated, as requ”e(,*]'NR 526.12 (4) (d) 608-266-2111.The forms are also available on DSRVebsite, wwwinr.wi.gov.
3. The infectious waste generator shiathin these records for at  pistory: cr. RegisterOctober 1994,No. 466, ef 11-1-94: am., Registedune,
least3 years after the waste has been treated and provide 188, No. 486, ef 7-1-96;CR 05-020: r and recr. Register January 2006 No.
departmentopies of manifests and thecords documenting the 601.€ff. 2-1-06
informationrequired in sub. (3) upon request. If the 3—year period ) )
expiresduring an unresolved enforcement actithe period is Subchapterlll — Medical W aste Reduction
automaticallyextended untitesolution of the pending enforce
mentaction. NR 526.16 General. (1) Purpose. The purpose othis

Note: Hospitals, clinics and nursing homes should keep records for at least 5 yegwhchapters to require medical facilities, except thesempted
to comply with s. NR 526.19 (9) (a) and (g). undersub. (2), to implement policies which wilb all of the fol

(b) Each licensed infectious waste transporter and each owRfling: reduce the amount of medical wagémerated by medical

or operator of a storage transfer facilitycombustarincinerator  facilities, prevent the mixing of infectious waste with non- infec
or infectious waste treatment facility which handles or disinfect®us waste, promote practicalternatives to disposable items in
infectiouswaste shall retain a copy of each manifest, certificationedical facilities, and maintain &fctive waste reduction pro
of infectious waste treatment according toNR® 526.1 and grams. Waste reduction &rts initiated prior to November 1,
recordsdocumenting the information required in sub. (3)dbr 1994may be incorporated into the policy and plan.
least3 years after delivering the waste to the next destination andote: Medicalwaste does not mean all of the waste produced in a medical setting.

shall provide the department copies of these documents uﬁ@ﬂ;te’materials from a medical setting wfjich do not meefid‘i’miti_on of “infectious
ste”in statutes are considered to be “medical waste” only if the generator mixes

request. If the 3-year period expires during an Unresglve\ﬁim with infectious waste or manages them as though they are infectious waste.
enforcemenéction, the period is automatically extended unti res 2y Exeverions. Directors of all medical facilities are enceur
olution of the pending enforcement action. agedto audit their waste management practices and to reduce

(c) The owner or operator of a solid waste disposal facilitpedical waste whenever possible. Tfalowing directors of
which receives treated infectious waste shall retain a copy of timedicalfacilities are exempt from the requiremeafghis sub
infectious waste manifest and certification of infectious wastehapter,provided they keep records of the amount of medical
treatmentunder s. NR 526.12 (4) (d) 2. for at least 3 years afterastegenerated in order to verify whether or not they are exempt
disposalof the waste and shall provide the department cagiesfrom the requirements of this subchapter and they retain the
thesedocuments upon request. If the 3—year period expires duriegordsfor 5 years:
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(a) Directors of medical facilities which generate less than 50 (4) MEDICAL WASTE GENERATION RATE. The wastauditshall
poundsof medical waste per calendar month, regardless of whédentify the rate at which the medidaicility generated medical
the waste is treated. wasteduring the 12 months covered by the audit. The waste gen

(b) Directors of medical facilitiehich generate more than 50€rationrate shalbe calculated according to the appropriate for
poundsof medical waste during only one calendar month of-a cahulain s. NR 526.21 (1).
endaryear regardless of where the waste is treated, and which(5) WasTE MANAGEMENT PRACTICES. The waste audishall
averagdess than 50 pounds of medie@hste per month for the identify how medical wastés collected, stored, transported and
samecalendar year treatedfrom the point of generation to the point of final disposal,

History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, éf11-1-94. including any medical waste disclysd to apublicly-owned
. ) ) wastewatetreatment system. The audit shall identify how non-

NR 526.17 Medical waste reduction policy. Exceptas infectiouswaste is prevented from being mixed with infectious
providedin s. NR 526.16 (2), each director stedopt a written \yaste. The audit shall include anyaste types that are currently
medicalwastereduction policy which commits the medical facil mixed with or may be mixed with infectious waste. The audit may
ity to the processf reducing the amount of medical waste genepsgidentify waste management practices for waste typesitaat
atedat the source. A group of directors may work togetber ot mixed with medical waste.
developa policy which each individualirector will subsequently isory: cr. RegisterOctober1994, No. 466, f11-1-94,CR 05-020: am. (2)
adopt. The director shall review and update the medical wastegisterJanuary 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-06
reductionpolicy as necessary or at least evegears. The medi
cal waste reduction policy shall, at a minimum, commit the medi NR 526.19 Medical waste reduction plan. (1) Gen-
cal facility to the process of waste reduction, which consists of aia. provisions. Unless exempt under s. NR 526.16 (2), each
of the following: director or directots designee shall prepaee medical waste

(1) Auditing current practices for managing solid waste-gemeductionplan for separating, reducing and managing the medical
eratedoy the medical facility and repeating the waste audit as necastegenerated, for evaluating alternatives to disposable prod
essaryaccording to s. NR 526.18. uctsandfor maintaining waste reductionfefts. The director or

(2) Preparinga medical waste reduction plan and updating tifirector’'sdesignee shall do all of the following whpreparing
planas necessarpccording to s. NR 526.19. the medical waste reduction plan:

(3) Implementingthe medical waste reduction plan, aceord (@) Include all of the information required in suk) to (10)
ingto s. NR 526.20 (1). in the medical waste reduction plan.

(4) Assessinghe medical waste reduction plan and the prog (b) Assess the medical waste reduction @ad its results
resstowardgoals annuallyaccording to s. NR 526.20 (2), andannuallyand update the plan at least every 5 years.

submittingprogress reports to the department, accorttirsgg NR (c) Keep a copy of the most recent medical waste reduction

526.21. _ plan and make it available for the department to review upon
History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94. requestaccording to s. NR 526.22 (2). The department may

requirethe director to submit a copy of the pkamd related materi

NR 526.18 Waste audit. Before completing or updating 55t the department for its review and approvetie department

the medical waste reduction plan required in s. NR 526.19, e ; o : : P
director or directots designee shall audit the medical facitity’ to s):)aegir;;ci)r:/g Qt’gtzlglyagb}/\élégvcec;ngglggihgl(;:lljlfgér.lg but not limited
currentsolid waste management practices. Each director or direc . . o . )
tor’s designee shall repeat the audit at least every 5 years for théd) Consider the following priorities in developing the medical
whole medical facility or more frequently famy part of the facil Wastereduction plan:

ity where there has been a significant changm®lid waste char 1. Waste reduction, including but not limited to: reducing the
acteristicsor amounts of solid waste due to major remodelingymountof packaging and the use of disposable items, substituting
expansiorof service or other factors. Each director or diréstorotherproducts and materials, changing or modifying equipment,
designeeshall keep a copy of the results of the inidiatlit and all changing purchasing policies or procedures, changing house
subsequenaudits at the medical facilityThe department may keeping practices, providing morefesftive waysto separate
reviewthese records upon request. The waste audit shall addisfactiouswastes from all other waste types, and sellindoorat

all of the following: ing unused items and equipment to others.

(1) SourceAReas. The waste audit shall identify all areas 2. Reuse by appropriate reprocessing, including bulimet
within the medical facility where solid waste, not just medicaled to: sterilizing, disinfecting, decontaminating, laundering,
waste,is generated. rechargingexchanging waste or equipment with others, and sel

(2) WasTe TypES. The waste audit shall identify the types ofing or donating reprocessed items or equipment to others.
wastethat are generated within each source afeia.not neces 3. Recycling of recyclable materials.

saryto determine how mucof each waste type is generated in ée) Consider all of the following factorghen evaluating waste

eachsource area. The waste types are: medical waste, includifighagemenstrategies and alternatives to disposables:
infectiouswaste items listed in s. NR 526.05 and items which are . . . . s
1. Costs, including benefits, savings and reduced liabilities.

either being mixed with infectious waste or handled as infectious X
waste;hazardous waste, includifmit not limited to hazardous 2. Probable adversefeéts on patient care and worker safety
chemotherapywaste; radioactive waste; tractmemotherapy Posedby the alternatives.

waste;recyclable materials; wastes whictay have to be man 3. Probable décts oftransferring waste disposal to other
agedseparately because thase any combination of infectious, media,including land, air and water
hazardousr radioactive waste; and other solid waste. 4. State recycling laws and rules and local recycling-ordi

Note: Infectious waste which is also hazardous may also be regulatéz by nces
departmentinder hazardous waste rules. See chs. NR 600 to 685 and s. NR 52@.’31 )
(2) (f). Infectious waste which is alsadioactive is regulated by the department of 5. Recycling options available in the area.
healthand family services undeh. HFS 157 and the federal government unider T . . .
10 CFR until no longer regulated as radioactive material, as provided in s. NR 526.02 6. Compliance with other rules and regulations that apply to
(6). or within the medical facilitysuch as occupational health and

(3) QuanTITY OF MEDICAL WASTE. The waste audit shall iden safetyregulations, state and federal air management regulations,

tify how many pounds of medical waste the medical facdiya stateand federal wastewater regulations and state and féderal

whole, generated during the previous 12 months. ardouswaste regulations.
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7. Availability of products or equipment needed to implement (5) WASTE MANAGEMENT. The director or directts designee

analternative. shallconsider the priorities in sub. (1) (d) and the factors in sub.
8. Other considerations specific to the medical facility ~ (1) (€) when evaluating alternative waste management practices
(2) OpPTIONAL PROVISIONS. (&) The director or directar desig anddeveloping waste management policies or proceduras.

neemay also address the waste types listed in SS26RL8 (2) in medicalwaste reduction plan shall briefly describe howdinec

the medicalwaste reduction plan, or incorporate the medicf?r or directots designee intends to prevent the mixing of non-in

wastereduction plan within a comprehensive waste managem r%?louswaste with infectious wasteThe plan shall include or

planfor the medical facility ; . . X
. . L transportingand treating medical waste from thant of genera
(b) Themedical waste reduction plan may describe, incorpgon to the point of disposal, including any medical waste dis

rate or refer to wasteeduction policies or waste minimizationchargedo a publicly-owned wastewater treatment system.
plansadopted prior to Novembe'rll, 1994 or to applicable waste (6) ALTERNATIVES TO DISPOSABLEITEMS. The medical waste
handling and management policies or plans developed under ‘

otherrules, such as s. NR 544.05 (2) (c) or 615.09, or under i guctionplan shall include or refer to written policies or proce

requiremeﬁtsnf other égenciesﬁch as OSHA or t'he’joint cem duresfor evaluating alternatives to disposables wparchasing

missionon accreditation of healthcareganizations. medicalmaterials, supplies and equipment. The policigware
Note: Sections NR 544.05 (2) (c) and 615.09 no longer exist. duresshall specifyhow alternative products, replacement costs,

(©) If the medical facility manages itsfectious waste with treatmentosts, disposal costs, the priorities in sub. (1) (d) and the

otherinfectious waste generators, the director or diresbesig factorsin sub. (1) (€) will be evaluated prior to purchasing.

neemay work together with those generators to develop a sin lﬁ(n PusLic EpucaTioN. The medical waste reduction plan
medicalwaste reduction plan. % allinclude or refer tspecific written policies and procedures

(d) The medical waste reduction plan may describe incenti for informing volunteers, patients and their guests about waste

) : 7 ; ; V&%posalin orderto prevent non—infectious waste from being put
Wh'Ch are .ofered to encourage st b participate actively in in containers meant only fanfectious waste. Education is
implementing,evaluating and improving the plan.

_ ) . ) requiredonly in areas where volunteers, patients and their guests
(e) When setting goals in sub. (3), the director or diréxtorhave access to infectiousvaste containers. Education may
designeemay recognize and maintain past accomplishmentsiiitiude but is not limited to any one or more of tfwlowing:
reducingmedical waste. The plan may list other goals, includingpelsplaced on or signs near infectiouaste containers indicat
othernumerical goals, which encourage continuiougrovement ing who may place waste in thosentainers or what may be

in medical waste reduction. Numerical goals may be modifigfacedin them, pamphlets, notices, verbal education or other
overtime to reflect changing conditions. means.

(3) GoaLsAND oBJECTIVES. The medical waste reduction plan  (8) Srarr TRaINING. The medical waste reduction plan shall

shall list the medical facilitys internal goals, objectives and aprovide for the training of all employees and medical personnel
timetablefor reducing the amoumtf medical waste generated bywho work within the medical facilityas follows:

the medical facility Goals shalinclude, but are not limited to, all (a) Initial training. Initial training shall include, at a minimum,

of the following: 3 _ _ the waste management practices, policiesl procedures for

(a) Meeting a specific numerical goal expressed in ternas ofedical waste and for any other waste types generated in the
medical waste generation rate calculated according to s. NJurceareas in the areas in which they work.
526.21(_1). If a medical fac_ility has already s?gnificantly reduceq 1. Existing employeesnd medical personnel who work
its medical waste generation rate and has implemented poligies,in the medical facility shall receive training regarding the
which meet all of the goals in pars. (b) to (d), the numerical 9ogh stemanagement policies and practices within 6 moafter
may be to maintain the current medical waste generation rate e medical waste reduction policy goes iefiect. If the director

(b) Preventing the mixing of non-infectious waste with infecor directots designee has implemented a medical waste reduction

tiouswaste by separating waste at the source according to s. p&h prior to November 1, 1994, initial training done to implement
526.06and byimplementing the waste management procedurgse plan will meet the intent of this subdivision.

developedunder sub. (5). _ o ~ 2. New employeeandmedical personnel who work within
(c) Reducinghe use of disposable items when it is practicahe medical facility shall be trained as part of their initial orienta
to do so, by implementing the procedures for evaluating akternpn.

tives to disposables developed under sub. (6). (b) Annual updates.All employees and medical personnel
(d) Maintaining an déctive program for reducing medicalwho work within the medical facility shall receive trainingnu
wastethrougheducation, training, monitoring and assessmenilly on waste handlingnd management policies, procedures and
accordingto subs. (7), (8) and (9). practicedfor the waste types generatedtie source areas in which
(4) BASELINE AND PASTPRACTICES. The medical waste reduc theywork.
tion plan shallbriefly describe the practices related to medical (9) MoNITORING AND AsSESSMENT. The medical wasteedue
wastemanagement that were &ffect during the most recent tion plan shall describe how the directoinector's designee will
wasteaudit and any pastfefts to reduce medical waste. Deseripmonitorand assess waste reducticioré$. Theplan shall include
tions of baseline practiceshall include but not be limited to all of or refer to policies or procedures, where appropriate, for doing all
the following: the waste management practices identified during the following:
the most recent waste audit under s. NR 526.18 (5); how alterna 5y keeping records of total medicahste generation, on-site
tives to disposables were being evaluated; how medical wagtesimentand of-site shipment of medical waste for at least 5
managementosts were being estimated; where any records (- «in order to meet the requirement in.@).
total medical waste generation, on-site treatment affiesite by | tina th dical facil odicall d enforci
transportationwere kept, and which positions were responsib%t?1 (0) dr]splec Ing edme_ ica IaC' Ity periodically and enforcing
for implementing each of these activities. Descriptiohpast eme |ca. wgste re uctl_on p ar.l.. .
practicesshall include what the medical facility has done to (C) Monitoring the medical facility annually for changes which
reducemedical waste from Novembdr 1994 until the most would make it necessary for the facility to repeat the waste audit
recentaudit andmay include waste reductionfafts prior to accordingto s. NR 526.18.
Novemberl, 1994. (d) Reviewing the process of plan implementation annually

efer to written policies or procedures for collecting, storing,
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(e) Assessing progress toward goals and objectives annuadig which theprogress report is based. The medical waste genera

() Reviewing the contents of the medical wastduction tion rate shall be expressed as follows:
policy every 5 years and the medical waste reduction plan-annu 1. For hospitals and nursing homes, in pounds per patient—

ally. day, according to the following formula, unless the department
(9) Updating the policy and plan as necessary or at least ev@pprovesan alternative formula in writing:

5years. Pounds/(patient-day) = (total pounds of medical waste
(h) Preparingand submitting progress reports according to s. generated in year)

NR 526.21. (total patient-days in same year).
(10) PosiTions. The medical waste reduction plan siigir 2. For clinics, excepree—standing dialysis clinics, in pounds

tify the employee positions that will be responsible for each of ther day per treatment area, according to the following formula,

following activities in the plan: preparing the plan, evaluating anghlessthe department approves an alternative formula in writing:
implementingalternative wastenanagement practices, evaluat

ing and implementing alternatives to disposables, education affePunds/day)/area
training, and the activities associated wittonitoring and assess
mentunder sub. (9).

History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, é11-1-94. 3. For free-standing dialysis clinics, in pounds giaysis

. treatmentaccording to the following formula, unless thepart
NR 526.20 Implementation and assessment. Unless mentapproves an alternative formula in writing:

exemptunder s. NR 526.16, a director shall implement the medi

cal waste reduction plan and assess the plan arméshéts of its ~Pounds/(dialysisreatment) = (total pounds of medical waste
implementatiorannually If the department determines that a rea generated in the year)
sonableeffort has not been made to follow the process outlined in (total "”mbﬁgggd'zgﬁ's treatments in

this subchapter or to reduce waste, the department may require the ) . yean: . )
directorto submit the plafor review and require changes to the (d) Dates and titles of the medical waste reduction policy and
plan, which may include but are not limited to changes in goalée medical waste reduction plan and of any revisions to the policy
objectives, objective waste generation rate, schedules and wa&tlan.

= (total pounds of medical waste
generated in the year)/365 days

(number of treatment areas).

managemenpractices. (e) An executive summary of th@edical waste reduction
(1) IMPLEMENTATION. A director shall implement thaedical Plan,including goals and objectives.
wastereduction plan by the following dates: (f) A brief description of progress toward meeting goals and

(a) Fora medical facility which generates 500 pounds or moi@plementingobjectives, including but not limited to: the impact
of medical waste per month, within 12 months of November @f waste reduction &drts on waste generation weight and rates;
1994, impactsof other factors on waste generation weight eates,

(b) For a medical facility whiclgenerates 200 pounds or morsuchas changes in types of treatment performed or acuitydével

but less tharb00 pounds of medical waste per month, within Zgatients;benefits and problems with implementatiand how the
monthsof November 1. 1994. problemshave been addressed.

(c) For a medical facility which generates &unds or more (g) Certification by the director that the information on the

but less thar200 pounds of medical waste per month, within 3§'™M iS true and accurate. -
monthsof November 1, 1994. (h) Filing fee for an infectious waste annual report as specified

(2) AssessMenT. Each director or directts designee shall N S: NR 520.04, dble 2. _
assesannually both the medical waste reduction plan and the (2) ANNUAL PROGRESREPORTS. After the first progress report,
resultsof implementation of the plan, unless the medical facilitjh€ director shall submit annual progress repfmt®ach calendar
is exempt under s. NR 526.16 (2). After completing eactual Yearby March 1 ofthe following year Annual progress reports
assessmenthe director shall submit a progressort to the shall:
departmentccording to s. NR 526.21. (&) Include all of the information requiredsab. (1), except

History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, & 11-1-94. sub. (1) (e).

(b) Indicate whether or not the policy and plan have been

NR 526.21 Progress reports. Unless exempt under s. eyisedin theprevious yearspecify the dates of any revisions and
NR 526.16 (2), each director shall submit progress reportso Ogfiefly descrirt))e the re¥/isiaior§)s. b y

tify that the directohas adopted a medical waste reduction policy History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94: am. (1) (intro.), (h),
preparecand implemented medical waste reduction plan and iRegisterJune, 1996, Not86, ef. 7-1-96;CR 05-020: am. (1) (c) 2., c(1) (c) 3.
maintainingefforts toreduce medical waste. The director shaffegisterJanuary 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-06.

submit progress reports to the department using the |nfect|ousNR 526.22 Availability. Unless exempt under s. NR

\évatsﬁiaggu:rlurﬁgﬁtrtrfgrg"%?ggsegf'&ﬁé&i&?ﬁéﬂﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁ"ﬁa 6.16(2), eachdirector shall make its medical waste reduction
y P ' €9 icy and medical waste reduction plan available as follows:

manifests have been used during the preceding calendar yea ; ) ! .
Note: Infectious waste annual report forms (DNR form 4400-177) may be (1) Eachdirector shall submit copies of the most recent medi

obtainedfrom the department of natural resources, bureau of waste management,aawaste reduction policy and plan, any amendments to the policy
S.Webster Street,.®. Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707-7921. Phone nur(@e8) or p|an, and all progress reports to the Operatcn'ach medical

266-2111. ) wasteincinerator used to burn medical waste generated by the
(1) FIRSTPROGRESREPORT. The first progress report shall bemedicalfacility.

submittedto the department withid months of the date specified

ins. NR 526.20 (l) for implementation of the plan. The ﬁrSt'progecentmedical waste reductiguolicy and plan, any amendments
ressreport shal |n_clude aI_I of the_ following: . . to the policy or plan, the results of all waste audits, and all progress
(@) Selected informatiomequired on the infectious WaSIereportsto the departmerfor review upon request. The depart
annualreport form provided by the department. mentmay require the director to providecopy of this material
(b) Type of medical facility to the department without chgr to the department. Upon receipt
(c) Rate of medical waste generated. For waste audits anddhéhe plan, the department will send an invoice forrtteslical
first progress report, the year used shall be the audited fear wastereduction plan revieiee required in s. NR 520.04afle
annualprogress reports, the year used shall be the calendar y&ar

(2) Each director shall make available copies of the most
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(3) Each director shall make available copies of the most
recentmedical waste reductigoolicy and plan, any amendments
to the policy omplan, and the progress reports, to other persons for
review upon request, duringpormal administrative business
hours. Each director shall provide copies thie policy plan,
annualassessments or amendmemotsiny person who requests
thesedocuments either in writing or in person. The director may
chargetheperson a reasonable fee to cover the cost of copying and

mailing the documents.
History: Cr. Register October 1994, No. 466, &éf11-1-94; am. (2), Register
June,1996, No. 486, é&f7-1-96.
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